
Table of Contents

Welcome & Introduction .................................................................................................................. 3

Part One: Elements of a Book Proposal .......................................................................................... 5
Who are you? .......................................................................................................................... 5
Sample Bios ............................................................................................................................ 6
Writing Exercise ..................................................................................................................... 7
Who is the audience? .............................................................................................................. 9
Bookstores are Your New Best Friend .................................................................................... 9
What Makes Your Book Different? ...................................................................................... 10
Why do I need this book? ..................................................................................................... 10
Where is the Audience and How Can You Reach Them? ..................................................... 11
How Are You Going to Do It ................................................................................................. 11

Part Two: Writing the Proposal ..................................................................................................... 13
Pieces of the Puzzle .............................................................................................................. 14
Sample Cover Letter ............................................................................................................. 14
The Pitch ............................................................................................................................... 16
The Big Idea ......................................................................................................................... 16
About You ............................................................................................................................. 18
Marketing .............................................................................................................................. 19
Healthy Competition ............................................................................................................. 20
Detailed Table of Contents ................................................................................................... 20
Sample Chapters ................................................................................................................... 21
Publicity ................................................................................................................................ 22
Self Addressed Stamped Envelope ....................................................................................... 22
Print ...................................................................................................................................... 22

Part Three: Query Letters .............................................................................................................. 23
Bad Sample Letter ................................................................................................................ 24
Writing Exercises .................................................................................................................. 25
Sample Query Letter.............................................................................................................. 29

Part Four: Finding an Agent .......................................................................................................... 31
In Person ............................................................................................................................... 32
Online ................................................................................................................................... 33
Mailing Your Proposal .......................................................................................................... 34

Part Five: Publicity and Promotion .............................................................................................. 35
Local Publicity....................................................................................................................... 35
Five Step Mini-Course .......................................................................................................... 35
National Publicity ................................................................................................................. 38
Bonus Gifts ........................................................................................................................... 38

Part Six: Congratulations .............................................................................................................. 40

Resources and Sample Proposal .................................................................................................... 41


